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From the Principal
Just because you are struggling, doesn’t
mean you are failing
As educators and parents, we want our
children’s lives to be free of struggle,
difficulties and full of adventure and
excitement. So listening or watching our
children reading simple books containing
simple spelling patterns they’ve been
taught in phonics lessons can be
confronting for us as adults. They get stuck,
they give up, they sweat their way through
words. Just extracting the words from the
page uses up their cognitive horsepower
and they struggle to understand much of
what they have read. It’s not fluent and it is
not fun – more of a marathon.
However, behind the scenes in our
children’s brain, something extraordinary is
happening. They are building brain muscle
by creating new circuits linking the visual
areas at the back of the brain with the
language areas on the left.
Predictable & repetitive texts are
sometimes seen in early education,
however they teach children to fake
fluency by memorising repetitive sentences
and guessing the rest from the visual clues;
like pictures. It is a lot like fake weights, it
might look like the person is lifting a lot, but
it does not build muscle. Predictable and
repetitive texts are the fake weights in the
gym. They make reading easier and less
painful to watch, but they do not build
reading muscle.

This is why we
have invested
heavily in
decodables in
the early years.
You may watch
your child slowly
and laboriously
sounding out
words. Please
don’t wish it
wasn’t harder or
make it easier, allow the new brain circuits
to be built and the shifting to take place
between the left and right hemisphere.
Further to this, it has been great going
through the individual student data
concerning the Statewide Phonics
Screening Check with our teachers and
talking through strategies for next steps that
have been implemented since 2020.
Our site improvement journey attests to
their hard work and focus.
Since becoming principal in 2020, our site
has seen a 340% increase in our student
phonic results, which has seen a significant
lift in our reading results. Our students
demonstrate stronger skills in blending 3
and 4 sound words and this indicates
effective teaching of the early phonemic
awareness skills.
We have a significant number of students
who are well above expected
achievement.
Our next journey is to cement the strategies
like chunking multisyllabic words and word
building through morphology (suffixes and
prefixes).
Well done Yakuta Ratlamwala, Susan
Hayter, Tarryn Schnetler, Ben Johns and
Kimberley Creeper who make up our Junior
Primary Team! As well as Maria Argyroulis
and Victoria Mckinnon who drive our Wave
2 and 3 Intervention Programs

_______________________________________________________________________________________

On the 8th of September 47 of our wonderful students had the
amazing opportunity to sing at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre in
the Festival of Music Concert Series with students from around South
Australia. They sang songs about being a rockstar, the busy sounds
of the city and how water is life!

The students sang like I have never heard them sing before and
enjoyed the
experience! We were complimented on our good
behaviour and our
attitude to our work reflecting just how
amazing our students are! We are incredibly proud of all of them!

I would like to thank Julia, Kristy, Sandy, Emma and Ms Mathews
for their support and assistance! Without them I wouldn’t have
been able to do it! Thank you :).
Michelle Tromp
and Ms Mathews
_______________________________________________________________________________________

SAPSASA District Athletics Carnival
Last week, Thursday 9th September, 22
students from Years 4-7 represented Morphett
Vale Primary School at the SAPSASA District
Athletics Carnival held at Christies Beach
High School. In the weeks leading up to the
carnival, trials were held for each event. There
was a very strong turnout with over 40
students applying to represent the school.
The successful students participated in the
following track and field events: Long Jump,
High Jump, Discus, Shot Put, 100m, 200m and
800m. It was great to see so many students
competing in events for the very first time,
demonstrating a growth mindset and willingness
to try new things.
The day itself was a great success, despite
the very challenging weather conditions. Our
District Athletics competitors showed great
sportsmanship and support for each other and
were resilient in the face of tough competition.
The school amassed 209 points, finishing
third in our division which was a great effort!
In addition, we had three students who won
ribbons for finishing in the top three of their
events and another three students who made
it to the 100 metre and 200 metre finals (they
had the top 8 fastest times in their age group).
A big thank you to the parents, volunteers and
staff who helped to make the day a very
successful one!
Congratulations to Kiza who placed 3rd in
High Jump. Lastly, a special congratulations
to the following students who finished first in
their events and will be representing
Onkaparinga North at the State Track and
Field Day next week; Phoenix (Shot Put) and
Ashton (High Jump and 100m Relay).
Kind Regards,
Will Plush

_______________________________________________________________________________________

FATHER’S DAY STALL 2021
Our Father’s day stall this year was another
great success.
We loved watching and helping the
children choose their gifts.
We would like to give a big congratulations
to our raffle winners.
st
1 Cooper – Rice 2nd Aiden - Wright 3rd
Sienna - Mathews 4th Sienna – Collier 5th
Kayden – Rice

“ There are some footprints that should never
disappear. You must leave footprints that are
worthy of being followed”.
As a nation, a country, a township, a school
community, and as a family, we need something
to fight for, a reason beyond the hurt and pain
that so often is prevalent now in our affluent
society.
I would love to see us all, working together like
busy bees, recycling avidly, trying to save our
future world from devastation. It really could be
impressive the efforts we could make, to see
humans rallying together for a better good.
I believe as humans we need a purpose to see
beyond ourselves and see what we can give to
our children and their children’s future. To create
purposeful footprints.
Kiowa
Diary Dates
Term 3
Week 10

We would also like to recognize the local
business that donated something towards
our raffles.

ARB Morphett Vale

Term 4
Week 1
Week 3
Week 4
Week 6
Week 7

Tues 21st
Fri 24th

Student Breakfast
End of Term 3pm
Finish

Mon 11th
Year 4/5
Fri 5th
Mon 15th
Fri 26th

Oct Term 4 Begins
Camp
Student Free Day
6/7 Aquatics
Colour Run

Bunnings Reynella

Break Free Café Hackham

Burson Auto Parts
Edwardstown.

Reynella

MowersPCW

Sustainability
Do we do our best. No excuses!?
I saw this written on someone’s car recently
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