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FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Supporting Students to Become Optimal
Pathway Learners
As parents & caregivers, we are all
concerned about the wellbeing and

relationships, enjoy better physical and
mental health and excel at school.
In light of such evidence, our school is

making a commitment to the sustained
and thorough approach aiding students to
develop a greater awareness of themselves

and clearly see which Pathways are their

learning of our own children and hopefully
that of other children as well. Wellbeing is
often thought of as happiness but it is more
than that. We need to feel worthwhile, with

strengths and which need work.

lives that are fulfilling, successful, creative

terms a year; children still do most of their

and meaningful. At Morphett Vale Primary
School, an ini+ia+ive we have introduced

"learning for life" outside school. In fact,
most of their character shaping comes from

this year is the Optimal Pathway to Powerful

family influences.

School though, is not the only place where
children learn these habits. Even with six
hours a day, for five days a week, for four

Learning Model.
OPTIMUM POWERFUL LEARNER
(OPl) - The Journey
R-2

The OPTIMUM POWERFUL
LEARNER journey starts in junior
primary. Students ore asked to
develop, through practise, the
following two powerful learning
strategies:
Communication
Collaboration
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The model steers away from Principal
Awards, to enabling students to harness the

Pathway to Powerful Learning capabilities,
developing patterns of learning behaviour
guided by the five pathways of Mindsets,

OPTIMUM POWERFUl IEARNER
(OPL) - The Journey

Problem Solving
Self-Regulatlon
By receiving one OPL certificate
in each of the pathways by the
end of the final year of primary
school, a student becomes
eligible (or the OPL award.

What they learn within the family allows
them to apply it outside the
family. Everyone in a school community

has a role to play in helping children
become independent, mature, socially

Problem Solving, Collaboration,
Communication and Self-Regulation.

competent, emotionally intelligent and

Evidence proves that children with strong

The first step for us all is to be the best role

pro-social and learning habits tend to lead
more positive lives, have more meaningful

successful human beings.

models we can be. It is said, and we

believe it to be true, that children need
models more than they need critics. With

that in mind, let us accept our role as the

adults in their midst and offer them the
commitment, care, firm guidance and help

they need to acquire the skills that lead to
meaningful and fulfilled lives.
The Optimal Pathway to Powerful Learning
Journey's (OPL) aim is to use a child's entire
primar/ school journey to deeply entrench
the 5 Pathways, in the belief that once
embedded, these pathways will serve as
life-long practices. The long-term nature of

the OPL strategy means students come to
view it as defining the culture of a school. In

forming the backbone of daily student
interactions, OPL becomes a selfperpetuating process. In other words, the
OPL process gets stronger through use and
the stronger it gets, the more it is used.

I would like to formally congratulate our
latest group of Pathway Award recipients,
who have upheld the school's pathways
and are seen by staff and peers as students

who can be looked to for guidance and

Diary Dates
Week 10:

help.

1st July Wed, Student Breakfast
Optimal Pathway Ceremony

(Students Only)
3rd July Friday Casual Clothes day
Reports sent home.

Week 1
Week3

5th August Wednesday
Filmed Pathways Assembly

(Students only)
Early Term 3

Preschool Enrolment offers.

R/1 Class Smith/ Baker-Moon
In literacy lessons we have been focusing

on one author that you all may be familiar
with.
Eric Carle is the author.

We have looked at many of his picture
books to understand his style of work and to
consolidate our learning. We created an

Eric Carle inspired ca+erpillar/bu+terfly
lifecycle.

Junior Primary Eric Carle Author Study.

The Mixed-Up Chameleon

R/1Johns

R/1 Schnetler

In Term 2, the Reception and Year 1 classes
have been focusing on Eric Carle books as
part of our author study. Mr Johns' class
read The Tiny Seed. This led to discussions

Erie Carle, born in New York in 1929, is a
much-loved author and illustrator of many
popular children's books. His collage
creations have been a delight for our class,

about plants and the three elements they

and we have enjoyed being able to bring

need to grow; water, sunlight and soil. We
then planted our own sunflower seeds in
class. We are currently observing and
recording

his stories to life in various art forms this term.
Our favourite story was The Mixed-Up
Chameleon. We were constantly surprised
by each new animal the chomeleon

their growth

wanted to be like and we watched in

each week
as part of our

anticipation as Mr Carle created each
illustration with beautiful colours. It also
taught us a very valuable lesson. You

studies in
STEM.
Based on The
Tiny Seed, we
have created our own pointed sunflower
garden outside of our class during our art
lesson. These pointed flowers really brighten
up the walkway outside the room. We used
an art technique, which required plastic
forks to create the petals. We then cut
around the petals and lastly created some
stems to make our flowers look life- like.

should be happy just as you are and
appreciate everyone else's uniqueness and
differences.
After reading the story, we decided to
create our very own colourful chameleons.
As we are always working on developing
our fine motor skills, we chose to decorate
our own chameleon with an assortment of
coloured paper that we had torn up.

Holly and Aisha showing us how carefully
we had to tear paper to make sure it would
fit into our chameleon's body.

A collection of our completed artworks

YEAR7
TO HIGH
SCHOOL
Parent Update
Week 8, Term 2 - 2020
Connecting with your local

Getting ready for the move

high school

Primary and high schools are working

We hope your child is enjoying being back at

hard to plan for the move of year

school for term 2. The lead up to the term was

7 to high school in 2022.

challenging for students, families and schools

If your child is in year 5 or 6 this year, they'll

as together we responded to COVID-19.

We know some things had to be
done differently, such as high school
open days which were cancelled,
postponed or moved online.
If you're interested in learning about your child's

be graduating from primary school next
year. Primary schools are thinking now
about how to make your child's last year
in primary school a positive experience.

High school planning is also in full swing to
welcome year 7s and year 8s together in 2022.

high school now, speak with your high school

Primary and high schools are working

about how to best connect. If you're unsure of

together at every level to make the

which high school zone you live in, use the 'Find

move a success for your child.

a school' tool on the department's website.

Stay engaged with your school to keep updated
with the latest information.

Where to find out more

Stay informed through your school
and the Department for Education's
website: www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS

Or share your feedback with the
project team by emailing:
Year7toHS(asa.gov.au.
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